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A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z
Title:



Affirmation

Written By:


Darren Hayes and Daniel Jones

Recording Artist/Group:
Savage Garden

Album:
Year:



1999

Recording Label:

Sony Music Entertainment

Genre:



Pop

This song is about their beliefs and ideas of what life is about (affirmations).  Examples of the lyrics taken from the song are “I believe that God does not endorse TV evangelists” and “I believe in love surviving death into eternity”.

-Fall 2002

Title:



Afraid of Americans

Written By:


David Bowie

Recording Artist/Group:
David Bowie and Trent Reznor

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

EMD/Virgin

Genre:



Alternative/Indie

This is another song about the God-like status of America and Americans. Bowie sings at the end of this song that “God is an American”. I interpret this as a foreign perspective of Americans and American Power. The USA has so much power over everything and much like God could be feared. It is difficult to see America through such a filter as I am American.

-Gavin Hoover  Summer 2002

Title:



Amen 

Written By:


Jewel Kilcher 

Recording Artist/Group:
Jewel 

Album:


Pieces of You

Year:



1994 

Recording Label 

Genre:



Soft Rock

 

"Amen" is a song almost mocking peoples' blind faith of God.  She asks "where are my angels?  Where's my golden one?  Where's my hope?"  She is asking people to question why they blindly keep asking the same God for favors when nothing in the world really changes with their prayers.  There is much injustice in the world and she is wondering why God is not changing this injustice for the better. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



American Jesus

Written By:


Greg Gaffin & Brett Guerwitz

Recording Artist/Group:
Bad Religion

Album:
Year:



1993

Recording Label:

Epitaph Records

Genre:



Alternative/Indie

Bad Religion typically writes songs regarding social issues and this is no exception.  American Jesus refers to the arrogance of Americans and their refusal to join the global society because God resides in the USA. Gaffen sings about how sorry he feels “for the Earth’s population because so few live in the USA”. My interpretation of this song is that the popular culture and government of the USA has taken the place of God in the mainstream.

-Gavin Hoover  Summer 2002

Title:



Amish Paradise

Written By:


Weird Al Yankovich

Recording Artist/Group:
Weird Al Yankovich

Album:


Amish Paradise

Year:



1996

Recording Label:

Scotti brothers

Genre:



Humor/Rap

Rap about the lives of Amish.  How religious they are.  Their beliefs (doesn't like Techno., no electric, if someone kick you and you have to let them kick you the other side, bible, belief in Hell, and belief in Afterlife).

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

Title:



Angel

Written By:


Steven  Tyler  and  Joe  Perry

Recording Artist/Group:
Aerosmith

Album:
Year:



1987

Recording Label:

Geffen  Records

Genre:



Rock

The song "Angel" by the band Aerosmith, is a metaphoric approach to being in love. The music video depicts an 'angelic' figure of sorts who haunts Steven Tyler, the lead singer of Aerosmith, throughout the video. The lyrics, however, are heard as just as a metaphor of an Angel compared to a woman who comes to "Save me tonight". The song is a love melody, filled with images of a perfect angelic woman to 'save' the man. 

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

Title:



Angel

Written By:


Sarah McLachlan

Recording Artist/Group:
Sarah McLachlan

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

Arista Records

Genre:



Rock/Pop

This song is about being in the arms of an angel and trying to find comfort in those arms.  The following is the chorus of the song:

“You were pulled from the wreckage

of your silent refuge

in the arms of the angel

may you find some comfort here”

-Fall 2002

In the arms of an angel you can find some comfort. When your world is crumbling you need to be able to look to someone for support. When every last hope you have is gone, it really isn’t because you can find comfort in an angel's arms. Finding that comfort is what will make you feel worthy and good enough to go on. She uses an angel to refer to someone or an escape that helps you fight just the every day battle of the corrupt world. 

-Lisa Garcia  Summer 2002

Title:



Angel

Written By:


Amanda Perez

Recording Artist/Group:
Amanda Perez

Album:


Angel

Year:



2002

Recording Label:

Universal records

Genre:



Pop, soul, R&B

Title:



Angel Baby

Recording Artist/Group:
Rosie & The Originals

Album:


Art Laboe's Dedicated To You Vol. 1

Year:



1991

Recording Label:

Original Sound Record Co., Inc. 

Genre:



Oldies

This song describes the feeling of heaven.  The words of the song describe the feeling that a person feels when they are in love and content.  They compare this feeling to being in heaven, "it's just like heaven being here with you, you're like an angel".  The words describe the joyful feeling this person has towards another.  The feeling of bliss that they feel from this person is the same feeling they are expecting to find in heaven. My opinion is the songwriter is expecting to have when they arrive in heaven, a feeling of nirvana. (http://rosieandtheoriginals.com/index.htm)

-Candace Kurtz  Summer 2002

Title:



Angel de Amor (Angle of Love)

Written By:


Fernando

Recording Artist/Group:
Mana

Album:


Revelacion de Amor (Love Revelation)

Year:



2002

Recording Label:
Genre:



Latin pop

This song talks about a person who wants to find love, but doesn’t know where to look for it. He asks the angels for help to find that special someone to love.  He asks the angel to open his arms and let his dreams fly so that he can find love.

-Diana Marquez  Summer 2002

Title:



Arise, Arise and Shine

Written By:


J. S. Bach, Mary Mesechre

Album:
Year:



1747

Recording Label: 

Genre:



Classical

"Arise, and arise and shine on thee hath dawned the day.  God is thy sun and Christ thy light.  Be thou a steadfast day."  This work of Johann S. Bach is often summed in awe-inspiring phrase as a contrapuntal polyphony.  This name if given to Bach's melody as a reminder of the promise in Proverbs 22:29 "Seest thou a man diligent in his business?  he shall stand before kings."  The words are by Mary I, Mesechre, February 1908, and are worthy of this tune.  For Bach--who said that his glorious achievement was for any man who would work as hard--not only stood, but sat, before Frederick the Great.  Invited to Potsdam in 1747, Bach interrupted the King in an evening practice of the flute among his court musicians.  With some excitement Frederick turned to them:  "Gentlemen, old Bach is here!"  And Bach had to go over the castle, with king and court in admiring attendance, improvising from time to time upon the organ and several Silbermann "forte-pianos."  The work of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is often summed as "a heavenly dance" by Martin Luther.  Bach's comment about the work was, "Like all music (it) should have no other end and aim than the glory of God, and the recreation of the soul;  where this is not kept in mind, there is no true music."  He marked his scores:  S. D. G. (Soli Deo Gloria:  to God along be praise).  

-Summer 2002

B

Title:



Bad Religion

Written By:



Recording Artist/Group:
Godsmack

Album:
Year:




Recording Label:

Republic

Genre:



Rock

The religious aspect of this song is one more of anti-religion.  The author draws a comparison between anti-social behavior and "bad religion".  The song claims that anti-social behavior is like bad religion and contradiction, both with negative connotations. 

-Christy Busalacchi  Summer 2002

Title:



The  Ballad  of  John and Yoko

Written By:


John  Lennon

Recording Artist/Group:
The  Beatles

Album:
Year:



1969

Recording Label:

Apple  Records

Genre:



Rock

The song "The Ballad of John and Yoko" by The Beatles is the satire of John and Yoko's relationship. Satire being that the relationship was one of public criticism and scrutiny that gave Lennon the inspiration to write the song. In relation to religion, the song uses a comparative approach of the pain of criticism from the public towards John Lennon to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  "Christ you know it ain't easy, you know how hard it can be, the way things are goin' their gonna crucify me…"  

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

Title:



Better Place

Written By:


B. Winans and C. Winans

Recording Artist/Group:
Bebe & Cece Winans

Album:
Year:



1991

Recording Label:

Blackwood Music, Inc.

Genre:



R&B

This song is about living in a cruel and mean world and being happy about heading to a better place in heaven.  The following is a part of the lyrics:

“Headed for a better place, better accommodations A better place, no more racial tension A better place, I said a better place, Heaven is what I live for” 

-Fall 2002 

Title:



Black Magic Woman

Written By:


Peter Green

Recording Artist/Group:
Santana

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:
Genre:



Rock

This song is about a woman who threw a spell on a man. He calls her Black Magic Woman. She made him blind with her spell so he only sees her. There is no other woman for him. She is trying to make him an evil spirit with her spell. At the same time, she is not paying much attention to him. By doing that, the spell is reducing its strength. Now, his heart is not listening to him because he really falls in love. He is in love and does not want to go away from her because he needs it.

-Eva Bhadlawala  Summer2002

Title:



Blasphemous Rumours 

Written By:


Depeche Mode

Recording Artist/Group:
Depeche Mode

Album:
Year:



1998

Recording Label:

WTG records

Genre:



New Wave

I think that this song talks about the pain and suffering that God brings into one's life. In the song the mothers of two young girls questions the goodness of God. Neither wants to talk bad or profane things about religion or God, but the misfortune "suicide and accident" of their daughters make them feel that god is unjust and that strong faith is mere irony.

-Fall 2002

This song has two situations.  One of a 16-year-old girl who commits suicide and her mother who finds a note.  She drops to her knees and prays to God.  Another girl of 18 yrs, finds Jesus and gets hit by a car.  He feels that God has a sick sense of humor and that when he dies, he expects God to be laughing.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Breathing

Written By:


Jason Wade

Recording Artist/Group:
Lifehouse

Album:
Year:



2000

Recording Label:

Universal Records

Genre:



Rock

The singer is saying he is so in love with this girl all he wants to do is listen to her breathe.  Being in her presence is just like being in heaven.  All he wants is to be with her forever.  He feels alive only in her company.  He hangs on every word she says.  It could be a reference to finding the ultimate happiness which people attribute with heaven and it’s glory and beauty.

-Brittany Hettish  Fall 2002

Title:



Building a Mystery

Written By:


Sarah McLachlan and Pierre Marchand

Recording Artist/Group:
Sarah McLachlan

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

Arista

Genre:



Pop

This song in general makes many references to religion. One of the first lines says “The dark side is light, and the vampires roar” which is referring to evil when it mentions the vampires.  Another line says “and a cross from a faith that died before Jesus came, were building a mystery.”  This line was making a reference to Christianity because of the mentioning of Jesus, the cross, and faith.  There are other lines in the song that talk that mention church, God, prayer, and even voodoo dolls.  In think over all the song writers are trying to say that, past religious events and history entail many things that sometimes people cannot explain.

-Summer 2002

Facing death, everyone builds their own “Mystery,” which is what Sara McLachlan’s song is about.  This, “Mystery” as Freud would say, on an individual level to deal with nature’s influence on survival.  One of the fears that are faced is death, and what happens after death.  The name given to after death is the start of building this, “Mystery” gets built.  Through life what is learned helps people deal with the fact that the afterlife is coming and is a “Mystery.”

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



Bury Me Not

Written By:


Johnny Cash

Recording Artist/Group:
Johnny Cash

Album:
Year:



1994

Recording Label:

American Recordings

Genre:



Classic Rock

Johnny Cash sings that even though he didn’t grow up near a church, he still believes in God.  He might have different beliefs and a different way of showing it, but he still believes.  He knows what’s in his heart and soul.  He feels that God is near and dear to him, he can also feel death is present.  He knows that he is just like the rest of us; he works hard doing what he loves on the open plains.  He feels closer to God here, where his guidance is easier to comprehend. 

-Shelbi Miller  Fall 2002

C

Title:



Christmas Song

Written By:


Dave Matthews

Recording Artist/Group:
Dave Matthews Band

Album:


Remember Two Things

Year:



1993

Recording Label:

RCA

Genre:



Rock

This song takes the story of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus and updates it into contemporary terms to give it relativity [relevance] to his listener.  He has Mary and Joseph dating and their surprise of her pregnancy. Dave Matthews even includes Jesus’ relationship with Mary Magdalene.  He says that Jesus brings love to the world.

-Summer 2002
Title:



Come To Heaven

Written By:


B. Trzetrzelewska, D. White, and P. Ross

Recording Artist/Group:
Basia

Album:
Year:



1990

Recording Label:

Sony Music Entertainment. 

Genre:



Pop

She sings about going to heaven:  that when she is called is when she will go. She sings, I can't stand by and let you not be saved so that you don’t go to heaven. This is in reference to her love not believing in god. She wants her babe to go to heaven like her. Now that her babe believes in heaven they can be together truthfully. She lets this idea be a key moral in her life at least in the song. 

-Lisa Garcia  Summer 2002

Title:



Comin’ In On A Wing And A Prayer

Recording Artist/Group:
The song spinners

Album:


Songs that got us through WWII

Year:



1990

Recording Label:
Genre:



Classic

Trust in the Lord and Carry on no matter what the cost, is the message of this song.  The song takes place on a flight to bomb certain objectives.  Killing is a most basic survival tool. Yet because society has brought humans out of such a stressful time when they re-enter the killing fields the vision of life fades.  It fades into an uncontrollable, chaotic mess where one small mistake could cost someone their life.  In this situation one can’t help but feel like the most acceptable explanation for the order and various life that exists on earth is God’s will.   

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



Creeping Death

Written By:


Cliff Burton, James Hetfield, Lars Ulrich, Kirk Hammett

Recording Artist/Group:
Metallica

Album:
Year:



1984

Recording Label:

Elektra

Genre:



Heavy Metal

The wrath of God can be strong and without mercy. He has the power to change water to blood and bring on a plague that will kill many people, even children. All of this will happen to those who do not believe in him and listen to his rules. People should listen to his word or this could happen again. It is as if there is a threat, that, some day [something] will happen and only believers of his being and worshiping him will prevent the demise of you and all that you know.

-Erin Fitzgerald  Summer 2002

Title:



The Crossroads

Recording Artist/Group:
Bone Thugs N Harmony

Album:
Year:



1996

Recording Label:

Sony Music

Genre:



Hip Hop/Rap

This song describes how people in the artist’s life have passed away and when it is the artist’s turn to pass away they will meet them at the crossroads.  The crossroads being the opening of heaven.  The artist obviously believes in heaven since one of the lyrics of the song says "cause it won't be long, meet you at the crossroads".  The artist also in this lyric expresses his intentions of meeting his family and friends in heaven which tells the listener that heaven is his intended destination.

-Candace Kurtz  Summer 2002

Title:



The Crow

Recording Artist/Group:
The Jesus and Mary chain

Album:


The Crow Soundtrack

Year:



1985

Recording Label:

Columbia

Genre:



Alternative Rock

The song is about the descendents of Jesus, and speaks of their relation to the rest of the world. 

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



Crucify

Written By:


Tori Amos

Recording Artist/Group:
Tori Amos

Album:


Little Earthquakes

Year:



1991

Recording Label:

Atlantic Records

Genre:



Modern Rock

Tori Amos has a very dramatic sound, all of her songs are accompanied by piano, and this song in particular has a strong beat behind it. Tori Amos’ father was a Christian reverend, so it is understandable that all of her songs have some religious context in them, even though she could never be considered a religious singer, because her lyrics are very risqué. This song is about how everyone at one time or another does something that we know will hurt us, but we do it anyway. Thus the chorus states, “Why do we crucify ourselves?”

-Marcy Collinson  Summer

D

Title:



Dear God

Written By:
Durrell Bottoms, Jamar Jones, Todd Huston, Vivian Green, and Richard Smallwood. 

Recording Artist/Group:
Boyz II Men

Album:
Year:



1997 

Recording Label:

Evolution 

Genre:



Rhythm and Blues 

"Dear God" is basically a prayer that most of us have asked from God at one point or another.  It's also a gracious thank you for all the help he has given us.  It writes about the many wonderful facets of God.  How he's a good friend, a good listener, and a merciful God who's loving never ends.  They sing about how they would do anything to please God and enter his gates of heaven.  Without God, life has no direction or meaning. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



Dear God

Written By:


Andy Partridge

Recording Artist/Group:
XTC

Album:


Skylarking

Year:



1986

Recording Label:

Virgin USA
Genre:



Pop/Alternative

A rather shallow assault on God for inflicting misery on the world.  It’s been said and done before.  I enjoyed it in High School, but it’s pretty pedestrian.  Also, if one doesn’t believe in God, how can one be mad at Him/Her?  I know – irony. 

To complete the statement, the cover of the single has an image of a bloody hand that has been crucified by a writing pen.  Ooh!  The pen is mightier than the sword!

-Anthony Wilson  Fall 2002

This song is a bitter resentment towards God about all the problems that are happening in the world.  The artist seems upset and doesn’t want to believe in God or Saints.  He feels hurt and angry about the people and babies dying.  The song is made into a letter starting with Dear God and ending with Dear God.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Deer Eye

Written By:


Saul Hernandez

Recording Artist/Group:
Jaguares

Album:
Year:



2002

Recording Label:

BMG

Genre:



Rock

The songwriter talks about a deer eye which is thought to bring good luck, usually visualized as in a talisman of some sort. A person, who has lost his, will not have that luck he/she used to have before. He talks about magic of solitude, how he wants to get cleansed from carnal evil. Santeros (shamans who practice Santeria) usually burn plants or bouquets during cleansing rituals. The songwriter mentions how he lost his life in a rosary and how he is made out of darkness.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



The Devil is Dope

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Dramatics

Album:
Year:



1986

Recording Label:

Fantasy, Inc.

Genre:



Oldies

This song depicts "dope" (marijuana) as the devil.  The song discusses when people smoke dope they are dealing with the devil and the devil is trying to drag them down.  "Dope" is considered negative by this songwriter in order for him to affiliate it with the devil.  The song also mentions how "dope" is for dopes and my feeling is that the song writer believes that people who are not strong willed are more apt to be brought down by the devil.

-Candace Kurtz  Summer 2002

Title:



The Devil Went Down To Georgia

Written By:


Charlie Daniels

Recording Artist/Group:
The Charlie Daniel’s Band

Album:
Year:



1983

Recording Label:

Capitol Records

Genre:



Country

The song The Devil Went Down To Georgia is about two characters.  One is a country boy named Johnny and the other is the devil.  The two make a bet about who is the better fiddle player.  The bet is if Johnny wins he gets a golden fiddle and the satisfaction of beating the devil, but if the devil wins then he gets to keep Johnny’s soul.  Johnny wins and the devil has to bow his head in defeat.  The moral of the story is only go against the devil if you are sure to win.  However a mortal shouldn’t go against the devil.  It shows the power of the devil verses free will and human choice.  

-Brittany Hettish  Fall 2002

Title:



Do G’s Get To Go To Heaven

Written By:


Richie Rich

Recording Artist/Group:
Richie Rich

Album:
Year:



1996

Recording Label:

DefJam

Genre:



Rap

This is a song that asks whether gang members would be allowed to get through the gates to heaven. It states that the person singing does not want to die, and it talks about the things he did in his life that are wrong. It basically asks, will I get to heaven if I die tonight, because of the sinning the man did.  “G” means real gang member, and because the gang members take risks they don’t know whether they will live or die through their youth, so, they ask the question will I be allowed through the gates to heaven.

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



Do The Evolution

Written By:


Eddie Vedder and Stone Gossard

Recording Artist/Group:
Pearl Jam

Album:
Year:



1998

Recording Label:

Sony Music Entertainment Inc.

Genre:



Alternative

The title of this song has the word evolution in it.  Evolution is a religion, because it is a way to explain the unexplainable.  Evolution partially explains why humans are here.  This song in particular talks about how the world had evolved into this evil place and how it is going to keep getting worst if the world continues it current behaviors.  One of the lines in the song says "I'm a thief, I'm a liar, there's my church, I sing in the choir. This is saying that people can go and do bad things and then turn around and go to church and be involved with church acting like they are religious (this is basically saying that people, that go to church are hypocritical).

-Summer 2002

Title:



Down, Down, Down

Written By:


Tom Waits

Recording Artist/Group:
Tom Waits

Album:


Swordfishtrombones

Year:



1983

Recording Label:

Island Records

Genre:



Tom Waits fits into no musical category

Tom Waits has a very unusual sound, it could be described like a cross between blues, jazz, blue grass, and folk. He has a very raspy, distinct voice, and he doesn’t really sing, but rather talk or elongate his words. The song is about a man going down, down, down into hell, and gives the reasoning behind this, such as he was always cheating, and he always told a lie. The song describes the actions and words the devil uses when this man is shown to him. Everyone should own at least one Tom Waits album, he is unbelievable. 

-Summer 2002

Title:



Down Rodeo

Recording Artist/Group:
Rage Against the Machine

Album:


Evil Empire

Year:



1996

Recording Label:

Epic records

Genre:



Hard rock

“One God, one market, one truth, one consumer /Just a quiet peaceful dance /For things we will never have.”  The song analogized God a spiritual want with earthly wants, that we will never have.

-Shelly Sieh  Fall 2002

E

Title:



Evil Ways

Written By:


S. Henry

Recording Artist/Group:
Santana

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:
Genre:



Rock

This song is about a girl that needs to change her evil ways behavior because her companion is getting tired. He feels that if she does not change he will look for someone else. He gives her ultimatum that if she does not change when he arrives home everything is going to change. Even god is aware of this situation. He had given many opportunities that he cries allowed for her to change.

-Eva Bhadlawala  Summer2002

Title:



Exodus

Written By:


Bob Marley

Recording Artist/Group:
Bob Marley and the Wailers

Album:
Year:



1977

Recording Label:

Tuff Gong

Genre:



Reggae

Open your eyes to the problems with society and the problems with in.  People will try to keep you down. Jah's people time has arrived. Look inside, now is the time. Jah will make everything alright.

-Fall 2002

Bob Marley sings of the movement of the people, a revitalization movement. He speaks of the trials and tribulations, and states that his people will walk through the roads of creation and reform themselves. He states “We know where we are going, we know where we are from.” He asks whether the people are happy with their lives, and calls for change.        

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

F

Title:



Fight Fire With Fire

Written By:


Cliff Burton, James Hetfield, Lars Ulrich

Recording Artist/Group:
Metallica

Album:
Year:



1984

Recording Label:

Elektra

Genre:



Heavy Metal

It's my belief that the writers of this soon were saying that God has a warped sense of humor. God told us how we all should act with each other. He gave the guidelines, but mankind will not listen and that will lead to our demise. Mankind will cause Armageddon and most thought it would be the wrath of God to cause the end of the world. There is a chance to prevent this from happening.  Mankind can change this course of action, but we must change our way of live and our actions. God will not stop it from happening.

-Erin Fitzgerald  Summer 2002

Title:



Forgiven

Written By:


Alanis Morisette and Glen Ballad

Recording Artist/Group:
Alanis Morisette

Album:


Jagged Little Pill

Year:



1995

Recording Label:

Maverick

Genre:



Pop/Rock

This song describes the experiences a girl faces as she grows up in the Catholic Church.  The cycle she goes through, the happiness, the sadness, the everyday life, even to the visits in Sundays.  Knowing that everyone has their own reasons for going to church, to learn, to confess, or simply because it is always there.  She also points out that through life you might loose faith, but you can always go back.

-Shelbi Miller  Fall 2002

This song speaks a Catholic childhood and what as a Catholic you are taught to believe in.  She speaks of the lies that children are told to keep their behavior acceptable, including the lies that are told to keep them from taboo behaviors.  She goes into how one deals with the realization that they were told lies, such as boys who masturbate will go blind.  She talks of leaving your faith, after realizing the lies and then attempting to regain it.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Frantik

Written By:


Zarc Porter

Recording Artist/Group:
The World Wide Message Tribe

Album:


Frantik

Year:



1999

Recording Label:
Genre:



pop

The song “Frantik” talks about a person who is always focused on itself and always seems to fail in everything he does. Then he looks up at God to worship him and give him all his life. It also says that he wants to sing and shout with praise the things he feels about God.

-Diana Marquez  Summer 2002

Title:



Fuck Religion

Written By:


Propaghandi

Recording Artist/Group:
Propaghandi

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:
Genre:



Punk Rock

A song abut how they feel about Religion, that why there are so much suffering in the world.  Why Religion can't stop the suffering that they are very angry about it.  Why did stuff happen in West Bank, why God didn't do more.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

G

Title:



God

Written By:


John Lennon

Recording Artist/Group:
John Lennon

Album:
Year:



1971

Recording Label:

Apple  Records

Genre:



Rock

In John Lennon's song, "God", Lennon explores the idea of what is a 'god' and who is 'god' to me? Lennon gives the definition of 'God" by stating in the opening line "God is a concept, by which we measure our pain"… This is a definition that some others share about God but more importantly what God is to Lennon. John Lennon starts the song with a definition and ends with "I believe" in various qualities and people. He even uses  "I don't believe in Beatles". This song was controversial because it proclaims Lennon's opinions about Jesus and God and other religious entities. I do not believe that Lennon was using this song to state his hatred for Religion, he was using it more to be against an idea of social religion and conformist qualities. 

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

Title:



God Am

Written By:


Jerry Cantrell, Layne Staley, Sean Kinney, and Mike Inez.

Recording Artist/Group:
Alice in Chains

Album:


Alice in Chains

Year:



1995 

Recording Label:


Genre:



Hard Rock

This song voices the doubts that some may have of religion.  It asks "Sure God's all powerful, but does he have lips?"  Saying basically that there is no proof that God can change the world.  He questions why people are dying in this world, why people are paying taxes, and why people are in pain.  He states that even though all the respect in the world is given to God, people still suffer mentally and physically.  This song shows the other side of peoples' faith in God. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



God Help the Outcasts

Written By:


Stephen Schwartz 

Recording Artist/Group:
Heidi Mollenhauer

Album:


The Hunchback of  Notre Dame soundtrack

Year:



1996 

Recording Label:

Disney

Genre:



Instrumental and vocal (maybe Broadway type)

"God Help the Outcasts" is the poor man's prayer.  One of the less fortunate is begging God to help him and people like him.  That even though he may not be beautiful and powerful, he is still a child of God like the rest of human beings.  He also asks for Glory and fame so that his luck may change.  It's a prayer asking God to give the downtrodden a chance.  "God help the outcasts or nobody will." 

-Fall 2002

Title:



God Is Alive And Well

Written By:


D. Malloy, M. Danna, and M. Lunn. 

Recording Artist/Group:
Billy Gilman

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Sony Music Entertainment Inc.

Genre:



Country

The sun lights up the dark, a baby laughs, these are the signs he refers to that make it possible God is alive and well. He feels that the little miracles, the flowers blooming that make it known that god is alive. If trouble comes his way there is a plan for every one and so things that happen around us have to do with god. There are miracles that occur in our life every day that let us know that god is alive and well. The natural things that happen everyday, the look in mothers' eyes and the feeling of hope in his heart that tell him god is alive. As far as he can tell god is alive.

-Lisa Garcia  Summer 2002

Title:



God Must Have Spent A Little More Time On You

Written by:


Sturken/Rogers

Recording Artist/Group:
‘N Sync

Album:


‘N Sync

Year:



1998

Recording Label:


Genre:



Pop

On this song ,“God must have spent a little more time on you” the song talks about the belief in angels and in miracles.  The love he feels for this person and how different he/she is, thus talking about God spending more time on her/his creation.  Therefore, creating the perfect women or men for him/her, depending on person’s gender listening to the song.

-Isabel Sauceda  Fall 2002

Title:



God Only Knows

Written by:


Nick Ingman 

Recording Artist/Group:
Des'ree

Album:
Year:



1998

Recording Label:

Sony Music Entertainment.

Genre:



Pop

She refers to God as a savor and that he is all around. She calls him a keeper of jokes. She questions, why did he take someone away, then she states only god knows. That god only knows the truth and the destiny of people. She basically sings that god only knows how someone gets to there place. She doesn’t call it heaven but I feel she is making reference to heaven. She sings, "To the light you are the follower." This is the bright light people associate with heaven. 

-Lisa Garcia  Summer 2002

Title:



God Rest Ye Merry Soul

Written by:


BAG and Arnthor 

Recording Artist/Group:
98 degrees

Album:


This Christmas

Year:



1999 

Recording Label:


Genre:



Pop

This song is a spiritual melody about the blessings of Christmas.  It describes the benefits the people of today receive because Christ our savior was kind enough to shield us from Satan's power.  It talks not only of Christ, but of God and his angels.  The song emphasizes the comforts of religion and the brotherhood that should be brought upon us this time of year. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



Gospel Medley

Written by:


Destiny’s Child

Recording Artist/Group:
Destiny’s Child

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Columbia

Genre:



Pop

This song expresses thanks to the lord. They state their grateful for their struggles and trials and tribulation they have been through. They say “thank you lord Hallelujah. They state “lord you’ve been so good, so good to me.” They are thankful for all their blessings and sing “Jesus loves me, yes he does.”

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



Gypsy

Written by:


Stevie  Nicks

Recording Artist/Group:
Fleetwood  Mac

Album:
Year:



1979

Recording Label:

Reprise  Records

Genre:



Rock

In the song Gypsy, Stevie Nicks wrote a song about a mystical woman who seems to find her way through life. The public made this song a number one hit, and this is puzzling considering the lyrics include mentions of witchcraft and mystical behavior. Gypsy, in definition, is a culture of people who travel and make their living through peculiar ways. (i.e.; stealing, selling items, etc.) The song tells of a woman who is a gypsy and a man who falls for her and wants her to follow him. 

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

H

Title:



Hands to Heaven

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Breathe

Album:

Year:



1989

Recording Label:

Genre:



Pop/Rock

Love song about a man who has to leave his loved one.  He tells her to raise her hands to heaven and pray for them to be together again.  He then talks about love and asks God to give him the strength.  He hopes that they will see each other again, but until then, he must pack his bags and say goodbye.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Hanukkah song

Written by:


Adam Sandler

Recording Artist/Group:
Adam Sandler

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:
Genre:



Humor

A song about Hanukkah (a Jewish holiday).  Adam Sandler feels there are too many Christmas songs and not enough Hanukkah song.  The song include some information about Hanukkah, it practice and Jewish people.  He mentions that instead of just one day for Christmas, Hanukkah is for many days.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

Title:



Heaven

Written by:


Jess Brown

Recording Artist/Group:
Neal McCoy

Album:
Year:



1994

Recording Label:

Atlantic Recording Corp.

Genre:



Country

"I could fly to the top of a mountain, and fly a plane as far as it could fly but still I would be no closer to heaven."  Instead he would have to wait until it was his time to go home. He speaks about heaven being his home. He believes in God and thanks him for Heaven. He feels that heaven is the ultimate home that when God is ready for him he will send for him. He even makes an analogy that his Love (wife maybe) is what makes heaven on earth. That he lives in heaven with his love but one-day when his time is over on earth he will go to heaven. And for now he lives in heaven with his love. 

-Lisa Garcia  Summer 2002

Title:



Heaven Can Wait

Written by:
Michael Jackson, T. Riley, Andrea Heard, Ante Smith, Terran Beau, E. Lauds and K. Quibbler

Recording Artist/Group:
Michael Jackson

Album:


Invincible

Year:



2001

Recording Label:


Genre:



Pop



In Heaven Can Wait, the song talks about Angels, Love, death, after life, and a plead to the lord and asking not to take him, because he cannot bare to not see his love.  The song is also magical in its description, it talks about him “sitting up in the clouds and you are all alone.”

-Isabel Sauceda  Fall 2002

Title:



Heaven Is Falling

Written By:


Bad Religion

Recording Artist/Group:
Bad Religion

Album:
Year:



1992

Recording Label:

Epitaph Records

Genre:



Rock 

The songs say pretty much the same things as "Blasphemous Rumours". It talks about murder and death and questions the wrath of God. It also talks about the fine line between God and the Devil when it relates to people faith.

-Fall 2002

Title:



Heaven Must Be Missing An Angel

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Tavares

Album:
Year:



1976

Recording Label:

PolyGram Records - Rebound Records

Genre:



Disco

This song speaks about heaven.  The songwriter talks about how heaven is missing an angel because the angel is here on earth with the songwriter.  The song also speaks about how a higher being in heaven is crying and it must be because the angel is here on earth with the writer.  The writer’s faith must also be very strong in order to assume what an angel would truly be like.

-Candace Kurtz  Summer 2002

Title:



Hell Is For Children

Written By:


N. Geraldo, P. Benatar, and R. Capps

Recording Artist/Group:
Pat Benatar

Album:
Year:



1980

Recording Label:

Chrysalis Records Inc.

Genre:



Pop

This song is about the lives of children whose parents abuse them and tell their children to lie about their bruises.  These children are like living in a hell.  The chorus to this song is as follows: “Hell, hell is for children and you know that little lives can become such a mess.

Hell, hell is for children and you shouldn’t have to pay for your love with your bones and your flesh.”

-Fall 2002

Title:



Higher

Written By:


Creed

Recording Artist/Group:
Creed

Album:


Human Clay

Year:



1999

Recording Label:

Wind-up Entertainment 

Genre:



Rock

When dreaming I'm guided through another world time and time again at sunrise I fight to stay asleep cause I don't want to leave the comfort of this place Cause there's a hunger, a longing to escape from the life I live when I am awake so let's go there let's make our escape come on, let's go there let's ask can we stay? Can you take me higher? To the place where blind men see Can you take me higher? TO place with golden street........

I think the song talk about Heaven, and how good heaven is compare to Earth, that in Heaven Blind men can see and wish the world they live in right now will improve, replace hate by love.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

Title:



Hold Your Hands Together

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Breathe

Album:
Year:



1980's (not sure on exact date)

Recording Label:

A&M Records

Genre:



Pop

This song talks about how a person can pray to a higher being and it will help bring two people back together.  The person who wrote the song obviously misses the person they are away from and believes by holdings your together and raising them to the sky will help to make these two people come together.  This person also believes in a higher being that if they pray to will make miracles happen.

-Candace Kurtz  Summer 2002

Title:



Hoodoo/Voodoo Medicine Man

Written By:


Steve Tyler, Joe Perry

Recording Artist/Group:
Aerosmith

Album:
Year:



1989

Recording Label:

Geffen Records

Genre:



Rock

This song has an almost ritualistic tone.  More the beat and sound of the lyrics than the lyrics themselves have to do with religion.  The constant monotone singing of 'medicine man' in the background, gives an almost chanting appeal.  The song also makes reference to destroy the earth, or 'pissing her off' and 'masturbating with a noose.'  Seems very holistic.

-Tim McShane  Fall 2002

I

Title:



I Believe

Recording Artist/Group:
Leanne Rines

Album:


You light up my life

Year:



1997

Recording Label:
Genre:



Country/Inspirational

People convert their ways for different reasons. For Leanne Rines babies crying and the sky’s blueness is reason to believe.  Logic and science may not be the only pathway to finding out beliefs.  In fact, something simple like emotions which the environment elicits from Ms. Rimes is what helps her to believe.

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



If God Will Send His Angels

Written By:


Bono and the Edge

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

Polygram International Music

Genre:



Rock/Pop

This song is about God sending his angels or a giving a sign to show where to go.  It seems as though they are a little lost or that they can not get through the door so they need God to send his angels to help.

-Fall 2002

Title:



Imagine

Written By:


John Lennon 

Recording Artist/Group:
John Lennon

Album:
Year:



1971

Recording Label:

Apple 

Genre:



Rock

In the song "Imagine", John Lennon is using the powerful message of imagination to picture a better world. The lyrics relate to God and Religion through the power of imagining a world without the two entities. The opening line to the song is "Imagine there's no Heaven, It's easy if you try". These lyrics, as much of John Lennon's career, caused controversy. Many radio stations (mostly in the south) banned the song when it was first released. I even heard rumors of the song being banned thirty years later after the September 11th tragedy. "Imagine" is a song that speaks to many people and it often strikes a nerve with the religious community. How could someone 'imagine' a life without God? This song was certainly ahead of its time and many, unfortunately, were not ready for it.

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

Title:



It Ain’t Necessarily So 

Written By:


George and Ira Gershwin

Recording Artist/Group:
from the musical “Porgy and Bess”

Year:



1937

Recording Label:
Genre:



American Musical Theatre

One of my favorites from musical theater and the Gershwin brothers.  It is from the musical Porgy and Bess and Sportin’ Life is trying to convince a woman to give up her Bible thumping and enjoy life.  The dialect in the lyrics here was pulled off of a website.  Not my invention.  While the lyrics were not necessarily meant to inspire the audience to give up religion, it did take on added significance when performed by noted Communist Paul Robeson.

-Anthony Wilson  Fall 2002

J

Title:



Jah Work

Written By:


Ben Harper

Recording Artist/Group:
Ben Harper and the Innocent Criminals

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

EMD/Virgin

Genre:



Folk/Pop

While Harper often sings on religious issues he has yet to sing about any one religion or proclaim himself as Rastafarian, in this piece her refers to Jah, the Rastafarian reference for God. This song states that Jah work is never done. He asks a series of questions about the character of selfish and racist people. In short he asks that you “do the heaviest so that many shall do none, you have got to stand firm so many shall run”. This is a song of the selflessness and sacrifice of men who are like Jah and how so few are willing to do this.

-Gavin Hoover  Summer 2002

Title:



Jamming

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Bob Marley

Album:


Exodus

Year:



1977

Recording Label:

Universal Island

Genre:



Reggae

“We’re jamming in the name of the Lord

we’re jamming right straight from JAH

Holy mount Zion

JAH sitteth in Mount Zion

And rules all Creation” 

The song talks about its  beliefs of JAH and the tales of Zion.

-Shelly Sieh  Fall 2002

Title:



Jesus



Written By:


Cat Stevens 

Recording Artist/Group:
Cat Stevens

Album:


Buddha and the Chocolate Box

Year:



1974

Recording Label:


Genre:



Rock

It’s about Jesus who was hanged on a tree by those who don’t know him a long time ago. It’s also a long time ago Buddha sat under tree knew where we were going. He turned the world to order and lead the blind in the evening just as Jesus did which is to say Jesus and Buddha are equal. 

-Phuoc Ha  Fall 2002

Title:



Jesus Gonna Be Here

Written By:


Tom Waits

Recording Artist/Group:
Tom Waits

Album:


Bone Machine

Year:



1992

Recording Label:

Island Records

Genre:



Waits is his own genre

A man ponders his eternal fate as he waits for the second coming of Christ.  A man’s blind faith makes up for slight shortcomings like his drinking and has prepared him to meet his eternal fate.  He is confident that he has lived a good life and that the world is better for his existence, so he is ready when Jesus is.  

-Anthony Wilson  Fall 2002

Title:



Jesus Is Just Alright

Written By:

Recording Artist/Group:
Doobie Brothers

Album:


Toulouse Street

Year:



1972

Recording Label:

Independent Recording Label

Genre:



Classic rock

Title:



Jesus Loves Me

Written By:


Anna B. Warner and William B. Bradbury

Recording Artist/Group:
Whitney Houston

Album: 

Year:



1992

Recording Label:

EMI Blackwood Music, Inc.

Genre:



Pop

Title:



Joy To The World

Recording Artist/Group:
Three Dog Night

Written By:


Hoyt Axton

Album:


Naturally

Year:



1970

Recording Label:

ABC Dunhill

Genre:



Rock

This song refers back to the Christian New Testament story of Jesus attending a wedding.  It speaks of how Jesus, AKA “the king of the world” changed water to wine.  It then talks about how everyone should love one another instead of making war.  It was written during the Vietnam War.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Judith

Written By:


Billy Howerdell & Maynard James Keenan

Recording Artist/Group:
A Perfect Circle

Album:
Year:



2000

Recording Label:

EMD/Virgin

Genre:



Rock/ Alternative/Indie

First of all I think the name Judith is a name from the Christian Bible.  In the song Judith is an angel who betrays God.  This song is very hateful and it uses profane words directed towards the word God.  This song may just be about a person who has a bad experience with religion and is trying to tell other people about their experience.

-Summer 2002

Although the significance of the name Judith is a mystery, the message of the song is quite clear. Keenan blasts Christian followers for having faith in a god that “did this to you”. He asks Christians why they continue to have faith when their Christ continues to burden them with crippling disabilities. After all, “It’s not like you killed someone, its not like you stuck a hateful spear into his side” and with tongue in check he spouts, “he did it all for you”.

-Gavin Hoover  Summer 2002

K

L

Title:



Leave Your Light On

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Santana

Album:


Supernatural

Year:



1999

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop

“Leave Your Light On” is not referring to a physical light, but the one that enables a soul to see its path.  In the beginning he asks for all sinners to turn their lights on and for all children to keep there lights on.  This is because many times people tend to go with the crowd.   This peer pressure can lead people to addiction and bingeing and purging cycles of good and evil.  These things might never be done if Santana’s word is heeded, and instead of seeing through others eyes the way to exist can be seen through the eyes on one’s soul.  

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



Like A Prayer

Written By:


Madonna & Patrick Leonard

Recording Artist/Group:
Madonna

Album:
Year:



1989





Recording Label:

Sire records

Genre:



Pop

“When you call my name its like a prayer 

I’m down on my knees, I want to take you there

In the midnight hour I can feel your power 

Just like a prayer you know I’ll take you there

I hear your voice it’s like an angel sighing..”

Analogy to a prayer.

-Shelly Sieh  Fall 2002

Madonna is known to be the most confrontational songwriter and performers of all time.  So, there is no question that the song may seem innocent enough, but she really is relating sex to religion and the Catholic Church.  In her video, she portrays the church as a cult.  With this song she confronts the Catholic Church head on.  At the beginning of this song, she starts out by saying “God” like she’s talking to him and this song is for him.  When she hears her name, she pictures that he is talking back to her.  Almost like a lover would talk to their mate.  When she thinks of this she feels all powerful and free.  It’s like a dream to have him there at all parts of her life, the good and the bad.  And no matter what she does he will always be a part of her life.

-Shelbi Miller  Fall 2002

In this song, Madonna likens the voice of someone to that of God.  This voice embodies the comfort, protection and safety that many religious persons attribute to the feelings they have when close to God.  This voice solves life's mysteries and relieves fear and uncertainty, all of which are reasons why many follow various religious faiths.   

-Christy Busalacchi  Summer 2002

Title:



The Little Girl

Written By:


John Michael Montgomery

Recording Artist/Group:
John Michael Montgomery

Album:
Year:



2000

Recording Label:

Atlantic

Genre:



Country

In this song, one can come to the conclusion that no matter what a persons background may be, God is always around. He will protect all of his children even if they do not know about him.  God is omnipresent. When a person discovers God, they will learn he has always been around to help.  It makes one feel better knowing that there is always someone there to help and make the pain and fear go away.

-Erin Fitzgerald  Summer 2002

Title:



Living On A Prayer

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Bon Jovi 

Album:


American: A Tribute to Heroes

Year:



2001

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop

“Living on a Prayer,” a song preformed by the group called Bon Jovi, reminds people listening to the song that everything is still out of control.  This, although they comfort each other and work hard to accomplish what they want. Their success is in God’s hands.  This is comparable with life and in the song the group’s efforts to live on this prayer is symbolic of civilizations efforts to control everything.  But in the end it’s not left up to anyone except God, and this is why they “Live on a Prayer.”

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



Losing My Religion

Written By:


REM

Recording Artist/Group:
REM

Album:


Out of Time

Year:



1991

Recording Label:

Warner Bros.

Genre:



Rock

This song talks about a guy who believes that his life is not just over, but that it is starting and is much bigger now. Seems as if the reason why is because he thinks he is someone new. He lost his religion; his beliefs, he realizes that through his confessions, he realized he is hurt, lost and that the reasons why he fell on his knees, is not that important now. He now realizes that it was just a dream, when he believed she was beside him, when she really never was.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

M

N

Title:



New America

Written By:


Greg Graffin

Recording Artist/Group:
Bad Religion

Album:


Bad Religion

Year:



2000

Recording Label:



Genre:



Punk

The idea behind this song is to call for change in society.  They call to break out from insulated blind world. Need to be changed to a new America.  We as American shouldn’t just sit back on laurels, human triumph, bestowments from the past.  Don’t be afraid to re-invent, start to built and implement new waves. 

-Summer 2002

Title:



1999

Written By:


Prince 

Recording Artist/Group:
Prince 

Album:
Year:



1993

Recording Label:

Warner Bros.

Genre:



Pop 

Prince speaks of the end of the world with the coming of the millennium, and suggests that everyone should party like it is the end of the world.

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



Not The Same

Written By:


Ben Folds

Recording Artist/Group:
Ben Folds

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Epic

Genre:



Alternative Rock

The depiction in this song is about a girl who lived a life of partying and never gave a thought to its effects.  She also never believed in any kind of religion or afterlife.  One night however, (which is emphasized to its entirety throughout the song), represents how drastically everything changed.  On that night of partying, she got drunk and high which led her to climb up a tree.  The tree represents the turning point for her and ultimately a transformation of her whole life to believe in God and start spreading her beliefs throughout the world.

-Summer 2002

O

Title:



Of Wolf And Man

Written By:


James Hetfield

Recording Artist/Group:
Metallica

Album:
Year:



1991

Recording Label:

Elektra Records

Genre:



Rock

This song is about turning into a wolf. Lyrics include, nose to the wind, feeling open- back to the meaning of life.  This songs reminds me of the various shamans that believe they can turn into animals.  The wolf was always popular.  Also the native American culture of a better day when nature and man were as one.  

-Tim McShane  Fall 2002

Title:



One Of Us

Written By:


Joan Osborne

Recording Artist/Group:
Joan Osborne

Album:


Relish

Year:



1995

Recording Label:

Interscope Records

Genre:



Rock/ Pop/R&B/Soul

The song speaks of God in human terms to relate to human reality.

-Shelly Sieh  Fall 2002

Very Spiritual, that God is more "Human".  He is closer than we thought.  That he doesn't live in Heaven, but in Earth with us.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

I think that this song questions the existence of God. The song said that God in reality could simply be one of us, and we wouldn't even know it. He could be the person sitting next to us or could even be a slob. It represents the skepticism that the artist has in God.

-Fall 2002

She sings about how a person would act if they were confronted with God.  What would they say and what would they ask if they were allowed only one question.  What would they do if God had a face and what they would do when judgement day comes.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Only God Can Judge Me

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Tupac Shakur

Album:


2 Pac

Year:



1995/96

Recording Label:

Death Row Records

Genre:



Rap

This song states that in the singer’s view the only person who can judge him is God. He wants people to stop judging him and know that they need to stay out of his business and let him live his life. He speaks of his own kind killing people and his possible death. He states in the song people need to “let me live”. 

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



Only God Knows Why

Written By:


Kid Rock

Recording Artist/Group:
Kid Rock

Album:


Devil Without a Cause

Year:



1998

Recording Label:

Lava Records

Genre:



Rock

The song is about a man that has a hard life, but when he is watching his son the time goes buy, but the pain is always there and no matter how many pills he takes to ease the pain it just doesn’t go away. People around him don’t know what is going on in his life; the only one who knows is god.

-Diana Marquez  Summer 2002

Title:



Opiate

Written By:
Adam Jones, Danny Carrey, Paul d’Amour & Maynard James Keenan

Recording Artist/Group:
Tool

Album:


Opiate

Year:



1992

Recording Label:

Zoo/Volcano records

Genre:



Hard rock/ Alternative /Indie

This song is mocking the claim of religion.

-Fall 2002

Opiate has a double meaning here as both a cry to God and a narcotic. Its speaks about those agents of religion that abuse their power to take advantage of those weak minded individuals who are looking for something to make them whole. The song is sung from the perspective of the corrupt agent. “Choice always was a problem for you, what you need is someone strong to guide you. Deaf and blind and dumb and born to follow, what you need is someone strong to guide you” are the opening lyrics of this indictment of organized religion. He later sings “when god speaks, he speaks through me, he has needs, like I do, we both want to rape you”. Tool has always taken this position on organized religions and more recently on organizations in general.

-Gavin Hoover  Summer 2002

Title:



Ouija Board 

Written By:


Morrissey Steven Patrick

Recording Artist/Group:
Morrissey

Album:
Year:



1989

Recording Label:

Sire Records

Genre:



“Brit Pop” British Pop/pop rock

Morrissey is asking the Ouija board for help. He wants her to help him get to a good friend who left this unhappy planet. This is an unhappy planet because of all the carnivores (yes, Morrissey is vegetarian) and destructors of it. He feels lonely and wants to find his place in this world. Like many people; and is an example of how people look for answers in places like this, or in the supernatural altogether. The board later spells his name and then the word push off.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

P

Title:



Peace On Earth

Written By:


Bono

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:
Year:



2000

Recording Label:

Universal

Genre:



Rock

Bono talks about how tired he is of the sorrow and the pain that the world gas to go through. He is tired of hearing that there will be peace on Earth. He repeats that we need peace on Earth and pleads to Jesus to give a man a hand throughout the song.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



Personal Jesus



Written By:


Martin L Gore

Recording Artist/Group:
Depeche Mode

Album:


Violator

Year:



1990

Recording Label:


Genre:



Rock

Jesus is someone who cares, listens to your prayer. Take up the phone and confess and you will be forgiven for Jesus is a deliver and a forgiver. So all you need is reach out and touch faith (Jesus).

-Phuoc Ha  Fall 2002

Title:



Pieces of You

Written By:


Jewel Kilcher

Recording Artist/Group:
Jewel

Album:
Year:



1995

Recording Label:

Atlantic Records

Genre:



Folk/Country

This song depicts how people live their whole lives just doing things here and there, whether it is good or bad and all too often don’t think of the consequences and effects.  This is the underlying meaning behind the words “Who will save your soul if you don’t?” Or in other words meaning that your soul is clean or not because of you.  You hold your salvation in your own hands, so do with it what you must and then live with the results.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Pope

Written By:


Prince

Recording Artist/Group:
Prince

Album:
Year:



1993

Recording Label:

Warner Bros

Genre:



Pop

Prince sings “You can be the president, I’d rather be the Pope.” He sings you can be the side effect, I’d rather be the dope. This song expresses that the president has a mediocre position in politics with little influence, whereas, the Pope has real influence among millions of people because of his position within a religion. 

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

Title:



The Prayer

Written By:


Carole Bayer Sager and David Foster

Recording Artist/Group:
Josh Groban and Charlotte Church

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Warner Brothers

Genre:



Vocal Music

The song is about a prayer to help guide them to a place where they will be safe.  The second half of the song is performed in Italian by both Josh Groban and Charlotte Church.  It is a beautiful song, but no translation is given in the cover of the CD.

-Fall 2002

Title:



Praying for Time

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
George Michael

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:

Genre:

He sings about the world slowly coming to an end.  Homeless people in need and rich people complaining they are poor.  He also sings about how God stopped keeping score and turned his back on all his children.  The skies are wounded and saying that’s it’s too much.  One should start praying for time because God has no children anymore.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Put It On

Written By:


Bob Marley

Recording Artist/Group:
Bob Marley

Album:


Soul Rebel

Year:



1994

Recording Label:

Retro Music

Genre:



Reggae

This song has a typical Reggae beat, but is not only Bob Marley singing, there also back up singing the lyric in harmony. They are expressing the fact that they are in a very high spiritual setting, both mentally and most likely physically. The lyrics are simple, but get their point across, that they are all Godly people and have faith in their God and destiny. 

-Summer 2002

Q

Title:



Queen Of The Night

Written By:


Whitney Houston

Recording Artist/Group:
Whitney Houston

Album:
Year:



1992

Recording Label:

Arista

Genre:



Pop

Whitney sings she has all the right stuff. People say she is trouble but she disregards what they say. Queen of the night indicates she is somewhat mysterious and mystical.  Queen of the night indicating she is within the realm of darkness and a bad girl. 

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

R

Title:



Redemption Song

Written By:


Bob Marley

Recording Artist/Group:
Bob Marley

Album:
Year:



1984

Recording Label:

Island Records

Genre:



Reggae

This song is about freedom and revelation. It asks, “how long shall we let them kill our prophets, while we stand around look”. It states that none of us can stop the times and some state that “we have to fulfill the book”. The song is about the people and how they should free themselves from slavery, yet it justifies the conditions by mentioning the belief in the revelation and how things like that are supposed to happen. 

-Cari Grajeda  Fall 2002

In Bob Marley's "Redemption Song", he gives a spiritual cry (almost Biblical-like) to the God above. The song is in accordance with much of what Bob Marley sung about, which was spirituality and peace among his people. Redemption song is not necessarily a prayer, but more or less a hymn to God, and maybe even a tribute to the essence of reggae. 

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

Title:



Reencarnación (Reincarnation)

Written By:


Thalia Sodi

Recording Artist/Group:
Thalia

Album:


Arrasando

Year:



2000

Recording Label:
Genre:



Latin pop

The song is mainly about two people that love each other and whenever they reincarnate they always seem to be together.  Many people believe in life after death or coming back to earth as something else. The song also talks about all the different things they have reincarnated in.

-Diana Marquez  Summer 2002

Title:



Ridiculous

Written By:


POD

Recording Artist/Group:
POD

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Atlantis Recording Company

Genre:



Rock

To prepare for the second coming, be careful of false prophets. The good guys have to be ready to battle, because the Devil and his followers will try to bring you down. Stop negativity, stop hatred, and stop the ignorance.

-Fall 2002

Title:



Rivers of Babylon

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Sublime

Album:


40 oz. To Freedom

Year:



1992

Recording Label:

Sublime independent records

Genre:



Reggae

Zion and Babylon are both biblical places representing good and evil.

-Fall 2002

S

Title:



The Same Situation

Written By:


Joni Mitchell

Recording Artist/Group:
Joni Mitchell

Album:


Court and Spark

Year:



1973

Recording Label:

Asylum Records

Genre:



Classic Rock/ Folk

Joni Mitchell’s soothing voice is accompanied by a piano playing a sorrowful melody. The song is mainly about her being in bad relationship after bad relationship, and is focused on her prayer for a “good man.” The fact that she has had such bad luck in the past has brought her to question her faith, she points this out by giving examples of religious examples that have a negative overtone, such as who should she pray to when the lord is on death row, and the heaven most believed in is now occupied by astronauts. Joni Mitchell is my favorite artist; she has written many songs, which have religious connotations in them.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Santeria

Written By:


Sublime

Recording Artist/Group:
Sublime

Album:


Sublime: Greatest Hits

Year:



1999

Recording Label:

MCA Records

Genre:



Punk Rock

In this song, the singer is saying that he does not practice Santeria. He also says that he does not even have a crystal ball. He lost a love, she went to someone else and he is very hurt and very mad. So, he threatens to shoot him and hurt her too. But, he has to wait; he is not ready to do this, so he repeats that his soul has to wait before he does anything.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



Say Amen

Written By:


Howard Hewitt and Monty Seward

Recording Artist/Group:
Howard Hewitt

Album:
Year:



1986

Recording Label:

Elektra/Asylum Records

Genre:



R&B

This song is about thanking God for giving life, love, and happiness. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



Say Hello to Heaven

Written By:


Chris Cornell

Recording Artist/Group:
Temple of the Dog

Album:
Year:



1991

Recording Label:

A&M Records

Genre:



Alternative

This song is talking about a friend who has passed away.  This friend was going through a lot of pain before they passed away and from the song, it sounds like the person who wrote this song was very hurt and sad about the death of his friend.  In the chorus of the song, the writer keeps telling his friend to say hello to heaven.  This makes reference to religion, because many of the religions around the around the world believe in a heaven.  The writer believes his friend soul went to a good place.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Send me an Angel

Written By:


David Sterry

Recording Artist/Group:
Real life

Album:


Best of: Send Me An Angle

Year:



1989

Recording Label:

Curb Records

Genre:



Pop

Many human beings ask whoever they worship for help whenever things get hard.  Basically what the song is saying is that a man is looking for love but can’t find it so he wants an angel sent from heaven.

-Diana Marquez  Summer 2002

Title:



Second Chance

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Monique Walker

Album:

Year:

Recording Label:

Genre:
This song is about a person hoping to save her soul. She needs a second chance by her godly. She is desperate asking if there will be a second opportunity for her. She will wait patiently for this second chance that will give her joy to feel the love again. This won't happen until she gets forgiveness of her soul. It's the reason why she needs a second chance

-Eva Bhadlawala  Summer2002

Title:



The Sensual World

Written By:


Kate Bush

Recording Artist/Group:
Kate Bush

Album:
Year:



1989

Recording Label:

Townsend Records

Genre:



Contemporary Rock

In this song, Kate sings about a dear loved one who is dying and therefore prays to God for help.  Help to accept that it is out of her hands, out of her control, and that she must leave her dear friends life in God’s hands.  She prays for the coping mechanisms needed to get through this difficult time.  She states that she stands outside of this woman’s world and that amidst this ordeal, can see its relation to others people’s similar circumstances by also stating that it is hard on mankind.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Shanti

Written By:


Madonna and William Orbit 

Recording Artist/Group:
Madonna

Album:


Ray of Light 

Year:



1998 

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop

"Shanti" seems to be a Hindu prayer.  It has much Buddhist influence also.  She writes that true happiness can only be revealed when the self is awakened.  One must lose consciousness of the pains of this world in order to be released of the "poison of existence."  Even though the divine may seem silly sometimes she still bows respectably.  This is the formula for peace. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



Signs

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Creed

Album:

Year: 

Recording Label:

Wind-up Records

Genre:



Rock

In my opinion, the message that this song is purveying is that life is not about God, race, sex, or experience.  It is about the signs that we encounter in life and how we perceive them.  He goes on further to claim that spirituality or spiritual proclamations are seemingly shocking to the general population.  The song invites others to see life the way it is depicted through signs instead of through more common methods such as religion, sexuality, or wisdom.  

-Christy Busalacchi  Summer 2002

Title:



Soul Salvation

Written By:


Ranking Roger

Recording Artist/Group:
The English Beat

Album:
Year:



1982

Recording Label:

International Record Syndicate, Inc.

Genre:



Rock

This song is about a person trying to figure out if he could “win” by staying here longer or if he will be “conquered” by dying.  He does not want his heart to be taken away because there is a new dance that he needs to dance.  The following is part of the lyrics:

“Have a heart, but don’t take mine

Try a new dance, the tolerance,

It just might be our sole salvation…”

-Fall 2002

Title:



Soul Shakedown Party

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Bob Marley

Album:
Year:



1970

Recording Label:

Wind-up Records

Genre:



Reggae

This song is about a shaking of the soul of enjoyment because god is close to him.  He embraces him then began a deep concentration that makes him vibrate. Deep in his concentration he is calling his love inviting her to come and feel this supreme sensation to come close to him to feel the trance of that especial moment. 

-Eva Bhadlawala  Summer2002

Title:



Sparks Of The Tempest 

Written By:


Kansas

Recording Artist/Group:
Kansas

Album:


Point Of Know Return

Year:



1977

Recording Label:
Genre:



Rock

It looks like a Millennium's song where the world is corrupted. Darkness is spreading while the dead are the living. Blood is in the sand, and everywhere we hear people crying in the street. The King and the Queen are gone. Though they may promise, they only bring pain.

-Phuoc Ha  Fall 2002

Title:



Spiritual Fantasy

Written By:


John Kay

Recording Artist/Group:
Steppenwolf

Album:


The Second

Year:



1968

Recording Label:
Genre:



Rock

Humanity is in trouble and looking for religious solution and found the three wise men. Instead of following them, some stayed behind with their gold. The three wise men found that all the teachings of all religions are the same in spite of their different appearances.

-Phuoc Ha  Fall 2002

Title:



Stairway to Heaven

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Led Zeppelin

Album:

Year:
Recording Label:

Atlantic

Genre:



Rock

This song is about a woman with an optimistic view on life. The message from this song is that if you view life positively and live life in good grace, you may "buy" your way to heaven.  Further, if life is not going well, or you have done bad things in the past, there is still time to change the path you are on and find yourself in heaven.

-Christy Busalacchi  Summer 2002

Title:



Sunday Bloody Sunday

Written By:


Bono

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:


War

Year:



1990

Recording Label:


Genre:



Post-Punk

The idea behind this song was to show people to seek alternative resolutions in settling national problems other than the easier option of violence.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Sympathy For The Devil 

Written By:


Mick Jagger

Recording Artist/Group:
The Rolling Stones

Album:


Beggar's Banquet

Year:



1968

Recording Label:

ABKCO Records

Genre:



Classic Rock

There is a sense of illusion and deception through the song, i.e. one can mistake evil for good and good for evil because the Devil disguises himself as a gentleman of wealth. He stole many men’s soul for his gentle and deceptive look. He witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion, John F. Kennedy’s assassination, and Russia’s revolution during the Tsars. So after all, is he only a Devil?

-Phuoc Ha  Fall 2002

In "Sympathy for the Devil" by The Stones, one may find himself/herself trying to figure out a puzzle in that the singer performs the song in first person and gives a description of himself without revealing his name. However, there are the references to 'black' moments in history that he blames on himself, as well as the listeners of the song. "Please allow me to introduce myself, I'm a man of wealth and taste." These lyrics are of particular interest because, of course knowing that this vocalist is representing the devil, there is a question of how tasteful 'Satan' can be? The song plays with notion that Satan is not so far from ourselves and we all are capable of the evils seen in society.

-Katie Zeoli  Fall 2002

This song is just about what the title says.  The song is about the human, concrete form of the devil, or Satan, throughout time, he was there when Pilate washed his hands and during the blitzkrieg of England.  Satan, of course is the nemesis in many religions throughout the world, though the name Satan is largely a Christian term.  However, I’m still not sure why we are supposed to have "some sympathy and some courtesy and taste" for the prince of darkness.  

-Tim McShane  Fall 2002

T

Title:



Tears In Heaven

Written By:


Eric Clapton/Will Jennings

Recording Artist/Group:
Eric Clapton

Album:


One More Car, One More

Year:



2002

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop/Classic Rock

Eric Clapton’s environment leads him to deal with tragedy.  When his son died Eric Clapton wrote a song that ask a main question, “Will you know my name if I saw you in heaven?” The answers to this question creates many believers yet in Clapton’s case there exists no answer for his question which could drive him crazy so he comes up with two beliefs. One of these beliefs is faith that he will see his son in heaven, and that second is that he must carry on living until his death where the answer to his question will be seen. 

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

In this song, Eric Clapton is grieving the death of his child.  However, the idea behind the lyrics is one of hope and peace that comes to one knowing or believing in the idea of heaven.  If there is heaven, then there is peace and happiness, thus, an end to sorrow and tears.  The idea of heaven makes the occurrence of death and the sorrow associated with it more tolerable.

-Christy Busalacchi  Summer 2002

A very heartfelt song to many and even a tearjerker to many more, the creativity of this piece is moving in its collaboration of wonderment and painstaking curiosity of the unknown.  It is about a father who has lost his son and is expressing his pain and questioning the next time he will come in contact with his son in heaven.  He asks what it would be like, if his child would remember his name or even recognize him and lastly if his child would help hold him up when finally they again come face to face.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Tell All The People

Written By:


Jim Morrison

Recording Artist/Group:
The Doors

Album:


Soft Paradise

Year:



1969

Recording Label:
Genre:



Rock

Jim Morrison speaks of how people should follow someone who will save everyone that follows this person.  This song speaks of taking the followers to the land of milk and honey. This prophet will free everyone from his or her earthly problems.  It is up to the listener to determine if this figure is Jesus Christ, Jim Morrison, or another prophet.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Thank You

Written By:


Johnny Gill 

Recording Artist/Group:
New Edition

Album:


Home Again

Year:



1996 

Recording Label:


Genre:



Rhythm and Blues 

"Thank You" is basically just that:  a thank you.  They are standing in front of God telling him that it is thanks to his blessings that the group got back together and is doing so well.  Even though the rest of the world said that it could not be done, they did it and are standing as one.  They thank God for watching over them all night and never letting them go from his caring arms. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



There Will Come A Day

Written By:


Faith Hill

Recording Artist/Group:
Faith Hill (also, American: A Tribute to Heroes)

Album:
Year:



1999 (also, 2001)

Recording Label:

Warner Bros. Records

Genre:



Country/Pop

Faith Hill in one of her songs, “There will come a day,” tried to tell more than just another story.  Her song tells a meaningful and religious message: a message that asks one to bear witness to the glory of God and have faith.  Faith Hill tells the story of the end of time when Christ comes for the second time, and those who are faithful are given strength and admittance into heaven.  Each person will be held accountable for being faithful and because of the rewards that are in store, people should hold on to their faith.

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Their world is very complex and confusing. Yet, if a person has faith and believes in God, then all is possible. God will make everything better. Eventually, God will come again to Earth and at that time the gates of Heaven will open for all to enter. There will be angels, glorious singing and all a persons needs to do is to believe in God and have faith in him.

-Erin Fitzgerald  Summer 2002

Title:


That Lucky Old Sun

Recording Artist/Group:
Ray Charles     (Robinson)

Written By:

Beasley Smith and Haven Gillespie

Album:


Ingredients In A Recipe For Soul

Year:


1963

Recording Label:

Genre:
In this song we are presented with the toils, troubles and tribulations of a men and his unhappiness towards the kind of life he has.  In turn it mentions how he “works like the devil for my pay,” he turns to the lord asking in tears to send down some help and “send down that cloud with a silver lining, lift me to Paradise”, The men is asking for Divine intervention in changing his troubled life to that of Paradise.

-Isabel Sauceda  Fall 2002

Title:



To Zion

Written By:


Lauryn Hill

Recording Artist/Group:
Lauryn Hill

Album:


The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill

Year:



1998

Recording Label:

Sony/Ruffhouse Records

Genre:



Hip Hop/ Rap/R&B

The song is a mother’s analogy of her love of her child is like the love of God

-Fall 2002

The introduction to the song is a guitar solo by Carlos Santana; it has a Latin beat to it. Then Lauryn Hill begins singing; the song is about her getting pregnant out of wedlock and how people were pushing her to get an abortion in order to not put her career in jeopardy. She chose to keep the baby, and relates her pregnancy to the birth of Jesus Christ. The song ends with gospel singers singing “Marching to Zion.” Zion is the name of Lauryn Hill’s son.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Torn

Written By:


Daniel Tremonti and Dr. Stapp

Recording Artist/Group:
Creed

Album:
Year:



1997

Recording Label:

A&R

Genre:



Alternative

The first line of this song make reference to religion because it says, “Peace is what they tell me, love am I unholy.”  The word unholy can imply that this person feels that they have done something wrong.  Also the words holy and unholy are often associated with religion.  In another line that is part of the chorus says “the peace is dead in my soul.”  Many religions believe that people have a soul that will exist in an after life.  I also think in this song this person is questioning their faith in their religion.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Tribute To Greatest Song In The World

Written By:


Tenacious D

Recording Artist/Group:
Tenacious D

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Epic Records

Genre:



Rock

They use the power of song to defeat the Devil, who has to follow an Honor Code. Mention about God.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

U

V

W 

Title:



Wake Up, Dead Man

Written By:


Bono

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:


Pop

Year:



1997

Recording Label:

Island Record

Genre:



Rock

Bono’s song is very straightforward. He wants Jesus to wake up and help him. He wants Jesus to put in a good word for him up in heaven. He mentions the creation of the world, eternity and how Jesus should go about it in helping him out…

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



Waiting for the Next Explosion

Written By:


Jimmy Buffet

Recording Artist/Group:
Jimmy Buffet

Album:


Beach House on the Moon

Year:



1999

Recording Label:

Margaritaville

Genre:



Rock

In this song, Jimmy Buffet talks about the end of the world.  He makes the connection between evolution and the end of man.  He also talks about the evolution of bombs, from the Chinese making gunpowder to the atom bomb drills in school.  He ends posing the question to the listener of where you will be when it comes, and do you have a plan for after the end.

-Summer 2002

Title:



Walk On

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:


American: Tribute to Heroes 

Year:



2001

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop

The group U2 has many meaningful songs and most have religious messages attached to them.  The song, “Walk On,” performed for the September 11 attacks on the USA talks about peace and how to get it.  Carrying on is not the main theme as the songs title indicates to, but, “Walk On” is a much more rebellious attitude.  It is an attitude that transcends the rules of this would to be left behind.  Leaving behind the dark world.  Similarly this coincides with the message of Christ and as U2 would say it, “You got to leave it behind.”

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



The Weeping Woman

Written By:


Saul Hernandez

Recording Artist/Group:
Jaguares

Album:
Year:



2002

Recording Label:

BMG

Genre:



Rock

Saul talks about the weeping woman (from the legend “La Llorona” means Weeping Woman). He mentions why the Earth trembles (because of human ghosts). He also talks about crucifixion and mentions lonely souls floating.

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



When The Chariot Comes

Written By:


Brian McKnight and B. Barnes 

Recording Artist/Group:
Brian McKnight 

Album:


Anytime

Year:



1997 

Recording Label:


Genre:



Rhythm and blues

"When the Chariot Comes" is a song about Jesus saving the people from the stressful world.  He sings about how much of a blessing it is to have the savior come and whisk us away as life becomes more tempting and weary.  It is also a thanks of many sorts for all the peace and the blessings he has bestowed upon us. 

-Fall 2002

Title:



White Palms

Written By:


Robert Turner

Recording Artist/Group:
Black Rebel Motorcycle Club

Album:
Year:



2001

Recording Label:

Virgin Records America

Genre:



Alternative Rock

In “White Palms,” the question “Jesus when are you going to come back?” is asked over and over. It is mentioned how everyone is in need of his physical presence and the singer at the very end says, "I wouldn't come back if I'd have been Jesus/ I'm the kind of guy who leaves the scene of a crime"

-Emma Sanchez  Fall 2002

Title:



Who Will Save Your Soul

Written By:
Recording Artist/Group:
Jewel

Album:


Pieces of You

Year:



1995

Recording Label:
Genre:



Pop

Jewel’s observation of social influence on people is in favor of survival, but as she asks “Who will Save your Soul.” Life exists and because chance is not an acceptable answer for most existences.  This purpose of existence is to sustain a position in heaven for the afterlife.  Yet, this position can only be attained by saving the soul or doing God’s will. 

-Veronica Marlar  Fall 2002

Title:



With Arms Wide Open

Written By:


Tremonti/Stapp

Recording Artist/Group:
Creed

Album:
Year:



1999

Recording Label:

Wind-Up Entertainment

Genre:



Rock

A turning point in life makes the character of the story reevaluate his life. He turns to God who will show him everything. He knows it will be hard to be a good person, but is willing. He correlates his rebirth with the birth of his son and hopes God is willing to teach him as he is willing to teach his kid.

-Fall 2002

Title:



With Every Breath

Written By:


Leigh Nash & Dan Haseltire

Recording Artist/Group:

Album:


City on a hill

Year:



2000

Recording Label:

Electra

Genre:



Folk/Pop

The song is about God, and their belief that he exists. He lives above the Earth. Praising him.  That they are really religious, very faithful.  That He can hear you.

-Sun Tsui  Fall 2002

Title:



With Or Without You

Written By:


Bono/Clayton/Edge

Recording Artist/Group:
U2

Album:
Year:



1987

Recording Label:

Columbia

Genre:



Rock

The song is speaking about a man who can’t decide whether he can live with or without someone.  I believe the song was originally intended to be a Christian song, referring to the thorn in his side and him being there through the storm.  He also says “and you give yourself away” referring to Jesus on the cross.  It was later turned into a rock love song and became quite popular.  This is one of my favorite songs.

-Brittany Hettish  Fall 2002

Title:



Witness

Written By:


Sarah McLachlan and Pierre Marchand 

Recording Artist/Group:
Sarah McLachlan 

Album:


Surfacing

Year:



1997

Recording Label:
Genre:



Soft Rock

"Witness" is a song asking God to prove himself. "Make me a witness, take me out of darkness" she asks God. She is voicing her doubts of the powers of God. She is asking him why things remain so horrible in this world when people are constantly praying. She asks "will we burn in heaven like we do down here?" She is wondering whether there really is this wonderful place called heaven. She's questioning why some will have to go to Hell when they are already suffering on earth. 

-Fall 2002

X

Y

Z

Genres:

Rock (rock combo) 32 (23)

Alternative/Indie  11

Classic Rock:  5

Pop Rock:  6

Punk Rock: 4

Soft Rock:  2

Heavy Metal:  2

Modern Rock: 1

Contemporary Rock:  1

New Wave: 1

Post-punk:  1

Pop (pop combo) : 23(12)

Brit pop:  1

Latin Pop: 2

Country:  7

Soul/R&B:  6

Reggae:  6

Hip Hop/Rap:  5

Folk:  4

Oldies/Classics: 3 

Vocal/Musical Theater:  3

Humor: 2

Tom Waits:  2

Classical: 1

Disco: 1

